
Overall Biodiversity Considerations 
 
All developments (which includes works that impact on the fabric of a building, such as loft conversions and 
extensions) within the parish, regardless of size, must follow the guidance for ecological surveys as set out 
in the Dorset Biodiversity Appraisal Protocol (DBAP), details of which can be found on the following link:- 
 
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/countryside-
management/biodiversity/biodiversity-appraisal-in-dorset.aspx 
 
Under the DBAP those seeking to undertake a development must have an appropriate level of survey(s) 
undertaken, by a suitably experienced ecologist, to assess the biodiversity of the site of the proposed 
development and also its use by protected species. 
 
Protected species are those which have been given special protection, under either domestic or European 
legislation, making it illegal (amongst other actions)  to harm, injure, disturb or kill them or, in many cases, 
to damage or destroy the places they use for rest (even if the protected species is not present at the time).  
More information on protected species can be found at the following link:- 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications 
 
The DBAP also complies with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which seeks to ensure not 
only appropriate mitigation for damage caused by a development is implemented, but that positive 
enhancements for biodiversity are included as part of the development, regardless of the scale of the 
development. 
 
All developments must therefore be supported by a report and, where appropriate, a Biodiversity 
Mitigation and Enhancement Plan, setting out, where required: 
 

• The methods and working practices that must be followed in order to ensure the needs of 
any protected species are taken into account during the development. 
 

• To set out what working practices may be required to safeguard the features of ecological 
importance/interest on the site 
 

• To identify opportunities for enhancement under the National Planning Policy Framework. 
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Protected sites 
 
Protected sites are those which have received a designation (internationally, nationally or locally) that 
recognises their importance for a range of factors, including their biodiversity, and any development 
proposal which could affect these sites must be subject to an appropriate assessment under  The 
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994. 
 
Unless the local planning authority, or another competent authority, is satisfied that there is no likelihood 
that the development would harm the site then planning permission cannot be granted. 
 
There are a number of protected sites within the parish, but also on its boundaries, and any development 
proposal must have due regard to these sites.  Any assessment must not only consider the potential impact 
of the proposed development on the site directly, but also on the potential for impacting on the ability of 
wildlife to move freely into and out of the site (eg the wildlife corridors connecting the site into the wider 
countryside). 
 
A map (produced by the Dorset Local Nature Partnership and Dorset Environmental Record Centre), 
showing the protected sites within the parish, is given below.  Further information on protected sites within 
and around the parish can be found at the following links:- 
 
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx 
 
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning/planning-constraints/nature-
conservation-sites-and-protected-species-planning-constraints.aspx 
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Ecological Networks 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework, 2018 states that “Planning policies and decisions should 
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by minimising impacts on, and providing net 
gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to 
current and future pressures.” 
 
Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services states that “Effectively 
establishing coherent and resilient ecological networks on land and at sea requires a shift in emphasis, 
away from piecemeal conservation actions and towards a more effective, more integrated, landscape scale 
approach.” 
 
Ecological networks are a mixture of corridors (including hedgerows), by which our flora and fauna are able 
to move across and through the landscape, and buffers, areas which may surround important wildlife sites, 
or exist in their own right, providing an additional, important level of protection for wildlife.  More 
information on ecological networks in Dorset can be found at the following link:- 
 
https://dorsetlnp.org.uk/dorsets-ecological-networks/ 
 
Some wildlife, such as birds, bats and some other mammals, can move through the landscape quickly.  
Other species, in particular many species of invertebrates and plants, require years, decades or even longer 
to move often relatively short distances, so the long term existence, stability and 
maintenance/enhancement of ecological networks is vital to both maintain and enhance the biodiversity of 
the parish. 
 
Hedgerows, and the margins associated with them, can be vital components in those ecological networks 
and are also important habitats within their own right, being covered as priority habitats within s41 of the 
NERC Act (2006) and individual hedgerows may also be important under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 
 
Within the parish hedgerows are of mixed quality.  Some are rich, varied habitats, with a wide range of 
species and providing a thick and continuous corridor for wildlife to move through.  Others are of poorer 
quality, both in terms of the number of species present and/or the continuity and thickness of the cover 
available.   
 
As a result, the ability of wildlife to move around the parish is impaired and it is vital that any and all 
opportunities are taken, not only to retain existing hedgerows within the parish, but to enhance them, 
making Chickerell a richer place for wildlife, but also resulting in a subsequent enhancement of the wider 
ecological network as whole. 
 
Therefore, in light of that aim, and reflecting the statements above, the presumption with all developments 
within the parish is that all hedgerows, regardless of size, will be retained, and where possible enhanced 
(through, for instance, under planting and ‘gapping up’), as part of any development. 
 
Please note, retention not only relates to maintaining the physically existence of the hedgerow, but also to 
its continued ecological functionally, as a habitat in its own right, but also as a corridor and part of the 
wider ecological network. 
 
All applicants must therefore ensure an appropriate assessment has been undertaken, by a suitably 
experienced ecologist, to assess any hedgerows within, and adjacent to, a proposed development. 
 
Where retention is not possible, the removal of a hedgerow must be fully justified, and that justification 
must be supported by a full ecological assessment of all options relating to both its removal and retention.  
Such an assessment must also include a detailed mitigation plan, including an appropriate planting 
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programme (using native species) that will ensure at least the same length of hedgerow is created, with the 
replacement hedgerow being fully connected into the wider ecological network. 
 


