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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 In 1997 the District Council published its “Corporate Plan” which set out the 
Council’s main objectives for the future. In recognition of the importance of 
Chickerell to the District and to Weymouth as a provider of employment and 
housing, a study of Chickerell was given a high priority in the Corporate Plan. 

 
1.2 This section of the study appraises the landscape and built environment of 

the parish. It has been produced for two main reasons: 
 

a) To identify project opportunities for the Chickerell Ranger, 
who is now in post. 

b) To respond to the concerns of local people regarding the 
quality and nature of recreational land, particularly within 
the village of Chickerell. 

 
1.3 The purpose of this section if the study (called the “Environmental Appraisal”) 

is to record those factors that influence the character of the parish for better 
or worse. Critical assessment of those factors will enable a range of actions 
to be identified which will aim to protect and enhance the good, minimise the 
impact of the bad and realise the potential of the environment of the parish. 

 
 
2. Structure of the Environmental Appraisal 
 
The appraisal examines the context, and provides a general description of the 
parish exploring in greater depth the four main topics. These are: 
 

a) The agricultural environment 
b) The built environment 
c) Nature conservation 
d) Recreation 

 
For each, there is an appraisal of the separate elements (eg. Hedgerows, 
woodlands etc, for the agricultural environment, residential and commercial 
development for the built environment) identify the problems and opportunities 
that need to be addressed. The issues are then summarised in a series of 
objectives for each of the four topics, together with suggested actions for the 
objectives to be achieved. 
 
 
3. Context of Chickerell Parish 
 
3.1 Chickerell Parish covers an area of 15sqkm, lying immediately to the west of 

the Weymouth and Broadway urban area. Its eastern boundary is contiguous 
with the boundary of Weymouth and Portland Borough. The Parish is 
elongated on a north-south axis, running inland from Chesil Beach and the 
Fleet for a distance of about 7km. 

 
3.2 Part of the parish lies within the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB) and the West Dorset Heritage Coast, although most of the parish 
does not have any designations covering it. There are extensive areas of 
Land of Local Landscape Importance (LLLI) around Chickerell Village, as 
defined in the West Dorset District Local Plan. Chesil Bank and The Fleet is 
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, a Special Protection Area, 
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a Ramsar Site and a candidate Special Area of Conservation. These 
designations reflect the exceptional importance of the coastline to wildlife, 
particularly birds. 

 
4. Description of Chickerell Parish 
 
4.1 The landscape between Dorchester and the coast is characterised by a 

series of ridges lying on an east/west axis. The Ridgeway and Friar Waddon 
Hill form the most northerly ridges, with steep south-facing escarpments that 
overlook broad vales. With a change from underlying chalk to clay, the ridges 
reduce in height and steepness closer to the coast, forming elongated 
plateaux and a gentle rolling landscape, culminating in a fairly even slope to 
sea level. 

 
4.2 The northern tip of the parish includes a section of the Friar Waddon Hill 

escarpment where unimproved grassland and scattered scrub give way at the 
foot of the slope to an intensive arable landscape of large fields with closely 
trimmed hedgerows. This arable landscape is typical of the parish and 
extends to the coastal slope, where there is a change to smaller fields, mainly 
of permanent pasture, with taller hedgerows close to settlements. Many of the 
fields are given over to horse grazing. There is very little woodland in the 
parish, this being limited to three small copses on the western edge. 

 
4.3 The character and quality of the landscape of the parish is affected by five 

factors: 
 

a) The urban edge of Weymouth, including Granby Industrial 
Estate.  

b) The suburban spread of Chickerell Village and 
Charlestown. 

c) Intensively occupied holiday caravan parks in the Heritage 
Coast. 

d) Several very dominant high voltage electricity lines and 
their associated pylons and transformer station. 

e) Scrapyard and industrial undertakings around Chickerell 
Village and Charlestown. 

 
4.4 Weymouth and Charlestown merge along Chickerell Road (B3157) and 

Charlestown is loosely connected to Chickerell by fragmented development 
along this road. This creates an impression of Weymouth and Chickerell 
being part of the same urban area, reinforced by the industrial and urban 
fringe activities that impact on the rural landscape lying around the built-up 
area. Southeast of Charlestown is the mainly residential area of Lanehouse. 
The boundary of the District with Weymouth and Portland runs through the 
middle of Lanehouse and it is widely regarded as part of Weymouth rather 
than a settlement with a separate identity. 

 
4.5 The caravan parks, particularly the one at Littlesea, are very dominant 

features in the landscape. The light colour of the caravans and the density of 
occupation, together with very limited planting, all contribute to the parks 
having a major visual impact, particularly in views from elevated positions. 

 
4.6 To the north of the village, the gentle ridge and valley landscape is crossed by 

three lines of pylons that converge on a transformer station to the east of the 
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village. In all views, these power lines are a visually dominant and intrusive 
feature in the landscape. 

 
4.7 Tucked in the bottom of one of the vales to the north of Chickerell is the 

hamlet of Buckland Ripers, the only other settlement in the Parish. It 
comprises mainly modern bungalows, with a few older houses and an 
attractive church, all very much off the beaten track on a no-through-road. As 
well as the settlements, there are scattered farms reached by a very limited 
road network. There are only three significant roads into and through the 
parish, linked by a network of farm tracks, footpaths and bridleways, making 
northern parts of the parish quite remote. 

 
4.8 Two sizeable areas within the Heritage Coast are given over to military uses; 

the tented camp and bridging hard at the southern-eastern end of the parish, 
and Chickerell Camp and its associated rifle range to the south-west. Both of 
these have a particular influence on the character of the Heritage Coast, with 
wartime or post-war buildings, security fencing and other structures. 

 
5. Summary of Environmental Issues 
 
5.1 Section 4 of the study demonstrates that Chickerell Parish has a complex mix 

of landscape and land use issues. They can be broadly categorised as 
follows: 

 
a) The rural/agricultural environment 
b) The built and urban fringe environments 
c) Nature conservation interests 
d) Recreation, access and tourism 

 
Although falling into categories, the degree of influence of each of these 
issues on the others is significant. It is therefore important to recognise that 
none of these issues stands alone and that actions affecting one will have a 
bearing on another. 

 
6. The Rural/Agricultural Environment 
 
6.1 The rural/agricultural environment can be further broken down into a number 

of more detailed issues: 
 
6.1.1 The type of farming and its influence on the landscape. This is subject 

to the pressures and influences of national and European agricultural 
policy, the levels of supports for different cropping or livestock regimes 
and other economic factors such as the BSE issue. There is little that can 
be done at a local level to change agricultural practice, although national 
‘agri-environment’ schemes can bring about change provided that the 
level of incentive payments to farmers is adequate. The potential for 
Countryside Stewardship within the parish should be explored as this can 
have a significant influence on land use, field boundary management and 
access potential. Close to the settlements, particularly around Chickerell 
Village, the field pattern gets smaller and many fields are used for horse 
and pony grazing. This activity can create an appearance of dilapidation 
and neglect – horses are selective grazers and haphazard fencing and 
poor quality buildings combine to reinforce the urban fringe character. 
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6.1.2 Hedgerow  management. There is no data available on the hedgerows 
of the parish. With legislation in place aimed at the protection of important 
hedgerows (The Hedgerow Regulations) it is hoped that further hedgerow 
loss will be limited. Most hedgerows to the north of the parish are closely 
trimmed and many are thin, gappy and in decline. Those within the 
Heritage Coast tend to be thicker and more dense but ‘wind-pruned’ due 
to their exposure. Close to the built-up areas of the parish hedgerows play 
a vital role in achieving a separation between the rural and built 
environment and help to reduce the visual impact of the urban fringe. To 
the north of Chickerell Village there is a green lane bordered by parallel 
hedges that have now grown to a height of about 5 metres. It is important 
that hedges such as these are managed in the future as they are probably 
ancient, lend diversity and provide shelter and enclosure in an otherwise 
open landscape. 

 
6.1.3 Dry stone walls. These are very limited in number and extent, although a 

detailed survey has not been carried out. There are some at the foot of 
Friar Waddon Hill but they are in dilapidated state. Dry stones walls are an 
important feature of the landscape and are valuable wildlife habitats. 

 
6.1.4 Woodland. The only significant areas of woodland in the parish are a 

number of small copses on the western edge (Coverwell, Tatton, Broad, 
Hyde, Moor and Dairy House Coppices) and the young woodland on the 
Woodland Trust land to the south of Chickerell Village. The absence of 
woodland contributes to a bleakness and lack of variety in the landscape 
of the vales, whilst the benefits of those remaining are significant. They 
reduce the visual impact of the power lines, provide shelter and help 
towards a diversity of wildlife. 

 
6.1.5 Ditches, Streams and Ponds. There are no significant watercourses in 

the parish, although a stream runs through Buckland Ripers and two small 
watercourses run eastward from Chickerell towards Radipole. A network 
of drainage ditches connects to the streams. A number of ponds can be 
found in the area but they have not been surveyed with the exception of 
those at Bennetts Water Lily Farm, which are defined as Sites of Nature 
Conservation Interest. Ditches, streams and ponds offer great habitat 
potential for a range of invertebrates, amphibians and plants but are very 
susceptible to pollution, mainly from fertilizer run-off. 

 
7. The Built and Urban Fringe Environment.  
 
7.1 There are many different aspects of the built environment and its associated 

fringes, as follows: 
 

a) Recent and new residential development in Chickerell, 
Charlestown and Lanehouse. 

b) The older core of villages 
c) Listed buildings and Conservation Area. 
d) Open space within the built environment 
e) Employment and Industrial Sites and scrapyards 
f) Caravan parks 
g) Military sites 
h) The transformer station and the football stadium 
i) Farm holdings 
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j) Land immediately adjoining the built environment (the 
urban fringe) 

 
7.2 Recent and new residential development in Chickerell, Charlestown and   
 Lanehouse. 
 
7.2.1 Over the past 30 years the parish has been the subject of significant 

residential expansion. This ranges from small-scale infill to very large-
scale estate developments, both on brown field and green field sites. The 
demise of the brickwork industry left large areas of despoiled land and the 
small paddocks that remained around the village available for 
development. 

 
7.2.2 The scale and type of development has been a subject of debate for many  

years, with low-cost housing forming a significant proportion of the whole. 
There is little in the house design and layout that reflects the local 
distinctiveness that has become the hallmark of much new development in 
West Dorset. The over-riding character is suburban, poorly related to the 
older part of the village and to the landscape around. Along Coldharbour a 
ribbon of houses and bungalows reinforces the impression if a haphazard 
approach to development in Chickerell. This pattern   and style of 
development is a response to public demand, as the housing market is 
largely customer-led. Within the developments residents have given their 
properties individuality, with planting and paving suited to their own tastes. 
The overall impression is of well maintained plots reflecting pride in the 
house and its location. However, opportunities for achieving a better 
relationship with the surrounding countryside should be explored. 

 
7.2.2 Charlestown and Lanehouse, though lying within the parish, are widely 

perceived as part of Weymouth, linked as they are to the town by 
development. However, it is important to recognise that many local people 
regard Charlestown, in particular, as a settlement with its own identity. 
Charlestown is centred on the junction of the B3157 and Putton Lane, its 
core being terraces of houses and the Alexandra Inn. However, it is 
dominated by the surrounding developments of Budmouth College, a 
mobile home park and employment sites. A car breaker’s yard to the north 
of the settlement has recently closed. Charlestown is linked to Chickerell 
by Putton Lane, possibly an ancient lane with a rural character, bordered 
by high hedges. 

 
7.2.3 On a smaller scale, Buckland Ripers is dominated by a development of 

bungalows which are unrelated to the settlement as a whole. However, 
they have little wider impact as the settlement is well contained by the 
landform and vegetation. 

 
7.3 The older core of Chickerell Village 
 
7.3.1 The heart of old Chickerell lies around North Square and East Street and  

falls within the Conservation Area. The buildings here are a mix of stone, 
brick and render with slated, tiled or thatched roofs. North Square is a 
narrow winding lane, with the attractive stone building that is the focal point 
of views looking east along East Street. Stone walls feature in this part of 
the village creating an attractive enclosure to properties in sharp contrast to 
the more ‘open plan’ developments of recent years. 

 



Chickerell Environment  & Future Objectives Appraisal 
November 1999 

7.3.2 Beyond the Conservation Area there are a number of older buildings,  
particularly near the new ‘centre’ of the village at the junction of East Street 
and Lower Way. These are now surrounded by more modern development. 
The village ‘centre’ itself lacks identity. There are two shops, a chapel and 
the library, but roads and parking areas surfaced with tarmac make it stark 
and unwelcoming. 

 
7.3.3 To the west of the Conservation Area is West Street, which emerges onto  

the B3157. A mix of older houses and modern infill characterise the road. At 
right angles to the road stands the former Lugger Inn, now empty. This 
building and the old stone building on the road frontage have been the 
subject of intense interest due to the development potential of the site. 
These are attractive buildings, which, in association with sensitive 
management of the open space around them, could be an asset to this part 
of the village. 

 
7.4 Listed Buildings and the Conservation Area. 
 

7.4.1 The Conservation Area, designated in 1990, covers the oldest surviving 
concentration of buildings within Chickerell Village, based upon North 
Square. Local Plan policies for Conservation Areas seek to preserve or 
enhance the character and appearance of the area through the 
development control process. Within the Conservation Area are 4 Listed 
Buildings, 1 Listed Wall and 2 Listed Stiles. There are 16 Listed Buildings 
within the parish as a whole, all of which are protected from inappropriate 
development through Local Plan policies. 

 
7.4.2 In addition to the Listed Buildings there are a number of unlisted buildings 

of local interest which also contribute to the character of the area, and 
there is a development of new houses at the end of North Square. 

 
7.4.3 The quality of the conservation Area could be improved by a number of 

small-scale projects which may be eligible for grant aid from the District 
Council. These include the verge and front boundary walls to No.12 East 
Street and Nos 4, 5 and 6 West Street, the frontage of the Methodist 
Chapel and the derelict area of the garden east of the church. 

 
7.4.4 Given the impact of modern development on the village as a whole, it 

should be a high priority to protect the Conservation Area. 
 

7.5 Open Space within the Built Environment 
 

7.5.1 This issue is also addressed in section 9 of the appraisal under 
“Recreation, Access and Tourism”. It is also considered in the planning 
Issues section of the Environmental Management Plan/Planning Brief. 

 
7.5.2 There is an apparent shortage of publicly-owned open space in Chickerell 

Village. This has arisen due to planning agreements which have enabled 
the payment of sums by developers in lieu of provision of open space. 
Whilst this has distinct advantages, such as the potential for acquiring 
larger areas of land for recreational use, it does have an impact on the 
appearance of development and puts additional pressure on the limited 
open space available. 
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7.5.3 Housing developments without any significant open space provision 
appear over-crowded and lack cohesion. Where space (in contrast with 
enclosure) is provided only by private gardens, each with their owners’ 
individual input, the result is a multiplicity of unrelated styles and tastes. 
Open space as an integrated part of development provides a setting for, 
and views from, individual buildings. A variety of scale enables the 
creation of vistas and points of interest, as well as physical space for 
informal recreation in a safe environment close to home. They also 
provide valuable niches for wildlife if sensitively managed. Where open 
spaces are linked by public rights of way this provides a sequence of 
recreational experience for the user. 

 
7.5.4 That such open space is lacking within the built environment of Chickerell 

increases the importance and value to the community of those limited 
spaces available. The most important of these, due to its size and 
relatively central location, is the playing field at the junction of School Hill 
and East Road. In the ownership of Salisbury Diocese it extends to 0.9 
hectares and provides a small sports pitch, the only one in the village 
other than the school sports field. It is protected from development 
through local plan policies for retention of playing fields but its importance 
in terms of its contribution to the local landscape is not recognised in the 
Local Plan. The Diocese has leased the field to the parish Council. The 
area has potential for enhancement, mainly through hedgerow planting on 
the southern boundary. 

 
7.5.5 Another important issue for the parish Council is the site at the north-

western end of the village known as The Lugger. The Parish Council has 
identified this site as having potential as a public open space, serving the 
western end of the village. It is crossed by a public footpath that strikes 
northward into the countryside and is the starting point for a round walk 
that returns to North Square via an attractive green lane. The opportunity 
exists to enter into agreement with a future site developer that would 
secure the future of both the buildings and the open space. 

 
7.5.6 The new Parish Hall provided the opportunity for a substantial area of 

open space – a gently sloping rectangular field bordered on two sides by 
hedgerows that are now thin and gappy. In 1996/97 a planting scheme 
was carried out which was intended to enhance the setting of the hall and 
provide a formal line of horse chestnut trees along the road frontage. 
Whilst the trees survive, the other planting is in poor state, mainly due to 
inadequate maintenance. The field, however, is a valuable asset to the 
village which can be used for a wide variety of activities and events. As 
the planting matures the field will become more of a traditional village 
green. Local residents and school children have been working with the 
Chickerell Ranger on the management of hedgerows on the site.  

 
7.5.7 In contrast, an area of open space fronting onto Glennie Way on the 

southern edge of the village provides little in the way of landscape quality 
or recreation value. During the course of development the site was filled 
with surplus spoil and rubbish, providing a hostile environment for new 
planting. It is an exposed area, crossed by tarmac paths, presently of no 
functional value although it does link with the Woodland Trust land 
opposite. A scheme to enhance the area by further planting, which will 
include ground preparation measures, has been prepared. 
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7.5.8 To the south of the Woodland Trust is an area of paddocks with good 
hedged boundaries that has potential as a valuable extension to the open 
space network. It is identified on the District Local Plan as an area for 
improved public access. 

 
7.5.9 During the course of appraising these and other open spaces around the 

village the problem of dog fouling has been very apparent. This is a 
difficult issue because of the inadequacy of enforcement measures and 
relies heavily for its resolution on the education of dog owners. The 
potential risk to health to children is well known and an active campaign 
that encourages responsible dog ownership and consideration for others 
may bring about improvements. There is little to be gained by increasing 
the provision of open space in the village if the public is unable to use it to 
its full potential. 

 
7.6 Employment/Industrial sites 

 
7.6.1 The south eastern side of the Parish is dominated by employment uses on  

Granby and Lynch Lane Industrial Areas. These have developed in a 
piecemeal way over many years, reflected in the poor quality of the 
environment. The level of development is very intensive with little or no 
consideration given to the relationship between the industrial areas and the 
surrounding landscape. At Granby the northern edge sits on the rising 
ground above a shallow valley with a multiplicity of building styles pressing 
against a thin boundary hedge. In views from the east the buildings spill 
downhill towards Hampshire Road, leaving areas of semi-derelict 
undeveloped land. Within the Industrial Area there is little cohesion in the 
treatment of individual plots and little scope for landscape enhancement. 
The Civic Trust Award winning Land Registry building is set on a large plot 
and fairly extensive planting on the site will help to improve the appearance 
of the Industrial Area when viewed from Chickerell Road. Charlestown has 
the impression of being enveloped by the Granby site.  

 
7.6.2 Lynch Lane Industrial Area is considerably smaller but again there is little  

scope for enhancement. It also forms the rather curios approach to Littlesea 
Caravan Park. In both cases, the greatest opportunity for enhancement lies 
outside the sites, on their boundaries, and through securing appropriate 
landscape treatments when plots come up for redevelopment. 

 
7.6.3 In addition to these two designated employment areas there are a number  

of scattered, small-scale operations around the area. Some of these are 
contained in buildings, such as those on Green Lane, but perhaps the 
greatest eyesore comes from the car breakers business that operate around 
the village. Their activities encroach onto the countryside outside the fabric 
of the village, affecting the whole character of the area and creating a poor 
first impression. The hedgerows that surround these sites are vitally 
important in limiting their visual impact. 

 
7.6.4 To the west of the village is the former Crookhill quarry and brickworks,  

which now houses a concrete batching plant. The combination of the plant 
and the despoliation of the site with tipped materials belies the fact that this 
is a geological Site of Special Scientific Interest with great potential for 
wildlife and education. It has a severe visual impact on the Heritage coast 
as viewed from Chickerell Road. A pond lies at the back of the site which 
would benefit from being cleared and protected. 
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      7.7 Caravan Parks 
 

7.7.1 The largest holiday caravan park in the parish is at Littlesea, lying in an  
open landscape between the Lynch Lane Industrial Area and The Fleet. 
Here, massed ranks of caravans with large ancillary buildings such as a 
swimming pool and clubhouse combine to create a severe visual impact on 
the landscape of the Heritage Coast. There are some established 
hedgerows which help to break up the scale of the caravan park, but in 
elevated views particularly from the south east, these have little effect. 
Some additional planting close to the Coast Path has been done in 
association with a planning consent but this is having limited impact. 

 
7.7.2 At the south eastern edge of the Parish, again within the Heritage Coast, is  

Pebble Bank Caravan Park which is relatively small and has little significant 
impact on the landscape. In addition to these there are several residential 
caravan parks around Charlestown, which affect the character of the area. 
Some of these have a comparatively limited impact on the landscape as they 
are screened by mature vegetation. 

 
7.8 Military Sites 
 
7.8.1 Connections with the military are an important part of Chickerell’s history and it  

is the legacy of past military uses that contributes to the poor quality of the 
environment in some areas. Granby Industrial Estate developed on the site of a 
wartime airfield and there were barracks in the area for allied troops. Two 
military sites remain in use, both within the Heritage Coast – the rifle range and 
barracks at Chickerell Camp on the south-western side of the Parish and the 
tented camp and bridging hard on the eastern side. 

 
7.8.2 Military sites are typified by security fencing and utilitarian buildings that  

combine to give such sites a temporary appearance with little consideration 
given to their appearance. Whilst little can be done to later their appearance or 
to screen them, the rifle range in particular has some potential for wildlife due to 
the limited management of the grasslands. Around the tented camp there is 
little scope for wildlife management due to the close mown grass and rows of 
concrete bases for the tent pitches. 

 
7.9 Transformer Station and Stadium 
 
7.9.1 Between Chickerell Village and the western edge of Weymouth is a block of  

agricultural land, in the centre of which sits the transformer station. To the south 
of this is the Wessex Stadium football ground. These two significant structures 
are prominent in the landscape, particularly in views from the south-east where 
the stadium floodlights occupy the foreground and the gantries of the 
transformer station form the backdrop. 

 
7.9.2 The presence of these structures has led to pressure for development of the  

whole area, on the basis that the landscape is not worth protecting. This 
argument was tested at the Local Plan Public inquiry and the Inspector 
supported the protection of the land through the Land of Local Landscape 
Importance policy. However, measures to reduce the visual impact of these 
structures should be explored. 
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7.10 Farm Holdings 
 
7.10.1 The pattern of land ownership and the sizes of farms in the Parish are not  

known. However, there is an indication that there are about eight relatively 
large farms and a large number of smallholdings. It is the scale and nature of 
their associated buildings that suggest this, the larger farms having groups of 
substantial stock and storage buildings of varying ages and in varying 
conditions. Some of these are very prominent in the open landscape to the 
north of the village. Smallholdings often comprise a collection of haphazard 
buildings in a state of dilapidation that can lend an air of neglect to the built 
environment and the surrounding countryside. 

 
7.11 Land adjoining the built-environment 
 
7.11.1  This is termed the urban fringe. The Countryside Commission call it  

‘countryside around towns’, which reflects the importance of the close     
relationship between the built and rural environments. The report has referred 
to the impact of various land uses on the land immediately outside the 
developed area and this presents the greatest challenge to those concerned 
for the environment of the parish as there are few statutory controls over the 
activities involved. Many have long-standing rights, others have established 
on the back of the reputation of the area as a place where ‘mucky uses’ are 
tolerated. 

 
7.11.2 Given the lack of control, the part played by the hedgerows of the area  

becomes increasingly important in screening and containing the operations. 
At present, the visual impact of the scrap yards, pony paddocks and small-
scale industrial activities is restricted by the hedges which border the urban 
areas but their management is vital to maintaining and improving the present 
level of screening, both from within and outside the settlements. At the north-
western corner of Chickerell Village a scrap yard encroaches onto a public 
footpath, whilst along Putton Lane, an ancient lane with a strongly rural 
character, overgrown hedges limit views into derelict fields. 

 
8. Nature Conservation Interests 
 
8.1 There is no detailed information on the nature conservation interest of the 

parish outside the SSSI in The Fleet and the woodland SNCI’s north of 
Chickerell Village. In general terms, The Fleet and its immediate margins is a 
site of international importance for nature conservation, particularly for birds. 
The Fleet itself is a candidate marine Special Area of Conservation, reflecting 
the importance of the lagoon itself not just for birds but also for marine 
wildlife. The woodland SNCI’s are remnant ancient woodlands, selected for 
the presence of certain notable plant species in Dorset. Linking these is a 
complex network of hedgerows, scrub and unimproved grassland which 
together create a mosaic of habitats that support a wide range of common 
plants, animals, birds and insects. 

 
8.2 The Fleet SSSI 

 
8.2.1 The Fleet has been the subject of intensive study over many years and is 

recognised as a unique habitat and feature. It is managed through the Fleet 
Management Committee under the Fleet Warden, Don Moxom. One of the 
challenges for the management of The Fleet is the involvement of all those 
who have an interest in it or whose activities affect it and the Committee has 
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been successful in bringing many individuals and groups together. There 
are two main issues that concern those caring for The Fleet – disturbance 
and agricultural activity.  

 
8.2.2 Given the importance of The Fleet to migrating and breeding birds, disturbance  

at particular times of the year is a major problem particularly for the Tern 
colonies on Chesil Bank. However, Chickerell is regarded by the warden as a 
relatively quiet area in recreational terms, and the provision of on-site 
recreation facilities at Littlesea has reduced the conflict between 
tourism/recreation interests and nature conservation. Disturbance by dogs 
continues to be a problem on occasions. 

 
8.2.3 Agricultural operations are a source of concern, particularly with regard to the  

run-off of fertilizer into The Fleet, which raises nutrient levels. The Environment 
Agency are carrying out monitoring, but in recent months bacteria has been 
found in oysters and there is a problem of algal bloom appearing during certain 
months of the year. Within Chickerell parish intensive agriculture on The Fleet 
margins is limited, although fertilizers may be used on grassland. An objective 
for the whole Fleet margin is to create a chemical-free ‘buffer zone’ along the 
shore line to reduce run-off and ease recreational pressure and erosion of the 
shore line. 

 
8.3 The Woodland SNCI’s 
  
8.3.1 In addition to their importance in landscape terms, the woodland SNCI’s are  

important for wildlife. They are on the Inventory of Ancient Woodland and 
represent a remnant of seminatural forest and the management that shaped it. 
The name ‘coppice’ indicates that they were traditionally harvested for wood, 
although this has long ceased. Coppicing involves the cutting of wood in stands 
on a rotation of 10 to 30 years, an activity that has been going on for about 
6000 years and it of great ecological value.  

 
8.3.2 Future management could take one of two courses – leave the woodlands as  

they are or reintroduce coppicing. Provided that structural diversity is 
encouraged, either approach is acceptable, although coppicing creates greater 
diversity and so improves the scope for a wider range of habitats. Grants for 
management are available from the District and County Councils which can 
help to realise some of the financial interest in the woodlands whilst protecting 
and enhancing their wildlife interest. 

 
8.4 Scrub and Grassland 
 
8.4.1 Whilst some of the grass and scrub margins of The Fleet, as well as part of 

the Chickerell Camp, fall within the Fleet SSSI, there are no grassland and 
scrub SNCI’s in the parish. The intensive arable activity to the north of 
Chickerell precludes any special nature conservation interest, although open 
grassland does provide opportunities for hunting by bats and birds of prey. 
Close to the southern edge of the village is an area of land owned and 
managed by the Woodland Trust, which, with a mosaic of woodland, scrub 
grassland and wetland could be a valuable habitat for a range of birds, 
invertebrates and reptiles. No ecological survey work has been carried out on 
this area but would be supported by a number of organisations. 

 
8.4.2 Within the Heritage coast there is more permanent pastures, less intensively 

farmed than to the north. Although still agricultural, this land is likely to 
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support a wider range of species than arable grassland and provide feeding 
for over-wintering birds. 

 
8.5 Hedgerows 
 
8.5.1 Hedgerows are wildlife corridors, sometimes remnants of ancient woodlands 

that still support a flora associated with woodlands. Since the 1950’s 
hedgerow loss of agricultural has been staggering and modern methods of 
management by flailing has destroyed their functional role as stock barriers 
and shelter providers. Flailed hedges take on a leggy appearance, thin at the 
base and bushy at the top, which makes them top-heavy and unstable in 
exposed situations. They become gappy as stock trample through them or 
plants dies and gaps are not filled by laying. Hedgerows that have grown too 
tall tend to be less diverse than those which are managed, although it is also 
important to retain individual hedgerow trees where practical. 

 
8.5.2 There are no records of the wildlife value or potential of the hedgerows of the 

parish, but their importance to wildlife as a source of food and shelter should 
not be underestimated. The aim of management should be to retain as wide a 
diversity of species as possible and to maintain the character of the 
landscape. Again, grants for hedgerow management are available from the 
County and district councils. 

 
8.6 Ditches, Streams and Ponds 
 
8.6.1 Reference has been made in section 6 of this report to wetlands in relation to 

the agricultural environment. Whilst there is no detailed data available, it is 
recognised that all these have potential for wildlife interest provided that they 
are protected from pollution. Given the intensive nature of agriculture and the 
dubious effects of car breaking and dumping it is likely that pollution of one 
kind or another is a problem. With the Woodland Trust area it is known that 
one of the ponds is polluted and access to it is being restricted as a result. At 
the Water Lily Farm on Putton Lane there are species of pond weed present 
that justify SNCI status for the ponds and margins. 

 
8.6.2 Within the Crookhill quarry site is a pond and, growing through a mass of 

demolition waste, reed bed. Silting of the pond and dumping of rubbish has 
limited its present wildlife value but, as with other wetland and marginal 
habitats, it has potential. With this site allocated for employment uses, the 
protection of the pond or the creation of a new pond protected from pollution, 
together with public access, will be an important aspect of future 
development. 

 
8.7 Urban Wildlife 
 
8.7.1 Gardens and undeveloped areas within settlements provide significant 

opportunities for wildlife. This applies to Chickerell Village, where a wide 
range of common birds and invertebrates can be found. The presence of 
some native hedgerows, such as those around the plying field and the village 
hall field, add greatly to the habitat range, as does the area of open grass and 
young trees at the end of Meadow Close in the ownership of the District 
Council. Opportunities for planting in private gardens should be explored, 
together with the fixing of bird boxes, to develop an ‘urban forest’ within the 
village. The term forest does not mean a blanket coverage of trees, but the 
creation of a diverse structure of vegetation to provide a range of habitats. 
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8.8 Conclusion 
 
8.8.1 A brief appraisal of nature conservation can only touch on broad issues. In 

order to develop a coherent strategy, survey work by specialists is essential. 
It is not the purpose of this report to develop a parish-wide strategy for nature 
conservation but to focus attention on what is, in broad terms, important in the 
parish and to highlight those matters that pose the greatest risk to wildlife. 
Future management is entirely dependent on the co-operation of landowners 
and so is, inevitably, a long-term issue. However, there are examples of co-
operative working, for example on The Fleet, and there is government 
financial support for environmentally friendly farming schemes. It is through 
such mechanisms that nature conservation interests can best be addressed 
as they tend to be comprehensive rather than piecemeal. 

 
9 Recreation, Access and Tourism 
 
9.1 Weymouth is a major tourist resort, attracting hundreds of thousands of visitors 

each year to caravan parks, hotels and guest houses in the borough. As such it 
both places pressures on and creates opportunities for the countryside around 
it. Most of the pressures come from informal recreation, focused on the 
coastline. Recent research has indicated that the south west coast path, which 
runs through the parish en route for Minehead from Swanage, brings £15million 
per year into the south west regional economy from over 1 million visitors. 
Clearly, Chickerell parish could be benefiting greatly from this, as it already does 
from the presence of such a large tourist facility at Littlesea Caravan Park. 

 
9.2 The footpath network in the parish is presently undergoing a thorough review 

under the management of the Chickerell Ranger and the County Council Rights 
of Way team, with public rights of way bring waymarked and new gates and 
stiles being installed. There is a high level of public involvement in the work, with 
volunteers carrying out much of the survey work and the subsequent labour. 

 
9.3 Chickerell Village is well-placed to take advantage of the sheer numbers of 

visitors and of the footpath network that allows them access through the parish 
and into the village. There are already good links from the coast path inland and 
the potential exists for a number of round walks. However, the potential is 
dampened by the environmental quality, which signifies the importance of 
identifying and carrying through a raft of measures to enhance the environment 
of the parish and make it a place that visitors want to visit.  

 
9.4 Around the parish there are a number of horse-riding enterprises but only two 

bridleways. This has led to some footpaths being used for horse riding, with the 
attendant problem of making footpaths muddy and unattractive to the walkers. 
Steps are being taken to close these footpaths to riders, but this pushes horses 
onto the road network where there is always a risk of accidents. Consideration 
should be given to making a limited number of footpaths into bridleways and so 
help to serve an important recreational and economic activity. 

 
9.5 Despite an extensive existing rights of way network, there are few strategic links 

to the centre of Weymouth. Radipole Lane is an important recreational resource 
lying at the heart of the town. A footpath runs from there towards the western 
edge of the town bit it does not link directly with Chickerell and thence to the 
Heritage Coast. The opportunities for creating a link from footpath 37 by 
Crookhill Quarry, via the woodland trust land to the Wessex roundabout and 
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then on to Radipole should be explored in conjunction with Weymouth and 
Portland Borough Council.  

 
9.6 Within Chickerell Village there are a few areas of publicly-owned open space, an 

issue which is of great concern to the parish council and local community. The 
new village hall overlooks a large field with new tree planting on the margins. 
The field acts as a village green, and the boundary hedgerows have recently 
been cleaned up and replanted.  

 
9.7 On the southern edge of the village is a small area of open space on filled 

ground, left to the parish council after development. It is a bleak, hostile space of 
tarmac paths, a lamp post and dying trees, bordered by garden fences and a 
road. Re-design of the area in consultation with the community is a priority. 

 
9.8 Closer to the centre of the village is a playing field (in the ownership of Salisbury 

Diocese) which provides a valuable recreational resource for the village. It is 
protected in the Local Plan through the policies on playing fields. The filed could 
be enhanced by planting to complete the hedgerow enclosure. 

 
10 Objectives and Actions 
 
10.1 This section of the report revisits the issues set out in the preceding sections 

and identifies the key objectives for each. For each objective there is a range of 
actions which could be followed in order to achieve the objective. 

 
10.2 The Rural/Agricultural Environment 

 
10.2.1 Farming Practices 
  
 Objective 1-  Reduce the impact of intensive agriculture on the environment  

 by: 
 

-encouraging farmers to undertake agri-environment projects with 
support from Local Authorities 

 
 Objective 2- Reverse the visual impact of small-scale agricultural and  
 ‘horsiculture’ enterprises by: 
 
  -encouraging landowners to repair buildings and fences, clear rubbish 
  where appropriate to the wildlife interest, cut ungrazed areas. 
 
  10.2.2 Hedgerow Management 
 
 Objective 3- Encourage the sensitive management of field boundary  
 Hedgerows by: 
 
  -informing landowners of government agri-environment schemes 
  -carrying out a survey of hedgerows in the parish to establish the  
  number and distribution of ‘important’ hedges as defined under the  
  Hedgerow Regualtions 
  -advising landowners on management and providing links with the  
  skilled volunteer network 
  -making grants for hedgerow management and planting from District  
  and County Council budgets. 
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10.2.3 Dry Stone Walls 
 
 Objective 4- Encourage the repair and maintenance of dry stone walls by: 
 
  -advising landowners and providing links with the skilled volunteer  
  network and contractors 
  -making grants for dry stone wall repairs from District and County  
  Council budgets. 
 
10.2.4 Woodland 
 
 Objective 5- Encourage the management of existing woodland by: 
 
  -advising landowners on management 
  -encouraging the take-up of Forestry Authority Woodland Grant  
  Schemes 
  -making grants for SNCI woodland management from District Council  
  budgets 
 
 Objective 6- Encourage the planting, with locally native species and  

management of new woodlands and copses, particularly in the northern half 
of the Parish, by: 
 
 -encouraging the take-up of Forestry Authority Woodland Grant  
 Schemes 
 -making grants for new planting from District Council budgets 
 -exploring opportunities for a Community Woodland 

 
 10.2.5 Ditches, Streams and Ponds 
 
 Objective 7- Maximise the wildlife potential of wetlands by: 
 
  -creating headlands alongside ditches and streams to reduce the risk  
  of fertilizer run-off 

  -clearing rubbish and over-growth from ponds and streams 
 
10.3 The built and urban fringe environment 

 
 

10.3.1 New residential development 
 
 Objective 8- Improve the appearance of existing residential development by: 
 
  -seeking opportunities for additional planting within development areas 
  -seeking opportunities for planting outside the settlements and within  

  open spaces in settlements 
  -seeking opportunities for tree planting along Chickerell Road 

 
10.3.2 The older core of the village 
 
 Objective 9- Improve the appearance of the old heart of the village at North  
 Square by: 
 
  -encouraging better maintenance of the plot of land adjacent to the  
  church gate. 
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 Objective 10- Improve the appearance of the village centre (junction of East  

 Street and Lower Way) by: 
 
  -developing a hard and soft landscape scheme for the enhancement  

  of the area to create a ‘village square’, in partnership with the Parish  
  Council, County Highways and landowners. 
 
 Objective 11- Secure the retention of the former Lugger Inn and the old stable  
 in West Street by: 
 
  -continuing negotiations between the District Council and the  

Developer for the site and protecting the buildings through subsequent 
planning agreements. 

 
10.3.3 Listed Buildings and the Conservation Area 
 
 Objective 12- Carry out a survey of Listed Buildings to identify any  

 undesirable or damaging alterations 
 
 Objective 13- Review the boundary of the Conservation Area to include the  
 Turks Head and the village centre 

 
 Objective 14- Improve the appearance and character of the Conservation  
 Area by: 

 
  -encouraging restoration of the garden area east of the church 
  -carrying out grant-aided enhancement schemes 
  -influencing the design of new buildings 

 
10.3.4 Employment and Industrial Sites Granby and Lynch Lane 
 
 Objective 15- Improve the appearance and quality of the environment of the  
 employment sites by: 

 
  -investigating opportunities for new planting 
  -securing improvements through the planning process 
  -securing improvements as a condition of District Council economic  
  development grants 
  -developing a green business initiative in association with local  
  business and the Chamber of Commerce 
 
 Objective 16- Reduce the visual impact of these activities by: 
 
  -using enforcement measures where appropriate under planning and  
  environmental health legislation 
  -encouraging a sense of responsibility through local pressure 
  -offering volunteer help in cleaning up 
  -making grants for the planting and management of hedgerows 
 
 Objective 17- Improve the appearance of Crookhill Quarry and Brickworks  
 site by: 

 
  -seeking opportunities to market the site for employment uses 
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  -re-organising existing activities 
  -preventing further dumping 
10.3.5 Caravan Parks 
 
 Objective 18- Reduce the visual impact of caravan parks by: 
 
  -encouraging changes to darker colours of caravans 
  -making grants for new planting 
 
10.3.6 Military Sites  ( Refer to Objective 24 under Nature Conservation) 
 
10.3.7 Transformer Station and Stadium 
 
 Objective 19- Reduce the visual impact of the Transformer Station and the  
 Stadium by: 
 
  -exploring opportunities for additional planting around the structures 
  -securing landscape improvements through the future development of  
  the Chafeys Lake site 
 
10.3.8 Farm Holdings 
 
 Objective 20- Ensure that large scale farm complexes do not have any  
  greater impact on the landscape by: 
 
  -controlling the location and design of new buildings through the  
  planning process 

  -encouraging planting around farm complexes, both through the  
  planning process and through District Council grants 
 
 Objective 21- Enhance the appearance of small-scale farm holdings by: 
 
  -encouraging repair of removal of derelict buildings 
  -encouraging the repair of dilapidated fences and gates 
  -encouraging the removal of rubbish 
  -encouraging hedgerow management and new planting through  
  District Council grants 

 
10.3.9 Land adjoining the built environment  (see Objectives 16,17 & 21 above) 
 
10.4 Nature Conservation Interest 
 
10.4.1 The Fleet 
 
 Objective 22- Continue to protect the environmental quality and wildlife  
 importance of The Fleet and its hinterland by: 
 
  -assisting the Fleet Management Committee wherever possible in its  
  work  
  -encouraging landowners to join the Countryside Stewardship scheme  
  which has The Fleet hinterland as a high priority  
 
10.4.2 Woodland SNCI’s 
 
 Objective 23- Encourage the sensitive management of woodland SNCI’s by: 
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  -informing landowners of management grants from the District Council 
  -encouraging participation in the Forestry Authority’s Woodland Grant 
   Scheme where appropriate 
  -securing opportunities for further research into the woodlands 
 
10.4.3 Scrub and Grassland 
 
 Objective 24- Improve the wildlife value of grassland and scrub by: 
 
  -controlling encroachment of scrub into grassland 
  -bringing areas of unimproved grassland (eg. Waddon Hill  

escarpment) to the attention of the Dorset Wildlife Trust, with a view to 
being surveyed for SNCI status 

  -managing the Woodland Trust land as a diverse range of habitats  
  -carrying out habitat re-creation schemes 
 
10.4.4 Hedgerows   (Refer to Objective 3 above) 
 
10.4.5 Ditches, Streams and Ponds   (Refer to Objective 7 above) 
 
10.4.6 Urban Wildlife 
 
 Objective 25- Improve the diversity of urban wildlife by: 
 
  -developing a programme of planting and vegetation management in  
  private gardens to create a wider range of wildlife habitats 
 
10.5 Recreation, Access and Tourism 
 
 Objective 26- Continue to improve the existing rights of way network of the  
 Parish by: 
 
  -waymarking all rights of way 
  -repairing and replacing site furniture  

-developing a programme of planned management to keep rights of 
way open 
-providing an information board for walkers 

 
Objective 27- Reduce pressure on the Coast Path and maximise the 
economic potential of visitors to the area by: 
 
 -encouraging walks inland 

-creating a series of round walks that link between the coast path and 
Radipole Lake via Chickerell 
-providing a parking area for walkers close to the village 

 
Objective 28- Reduce the conflict between horse riders and users of the 
footpath network, and between riders and traffic by: 
 
 -closing off access to footpaths to all but walkers 
 -exploring opportunities for changing some footpaths to bridleways 
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Objective 29- Improve opportunities for access to the countryside for the less-
abled by: 
 

-identifying reasonably level routes and providing appropriate 
surfacing and access gates 

 
 Objective 30- Extend public open space provision in Chickerell by: 
 

-assisting with the acquisition of the playing field in the ownership of 
the Diocese of Salisbury or protecting it through the Local Plan 
process 
-securing land at The Lugger in public ownership as part of a planning 
agreement for development of the site 
-securing public open space land at Meadow Close and Montevideo 
House 

 
10.6 These specific objectives should be underpinned by the following more 
general objectives: 
 
 Objective 31- Develop funding partnerships for projects by: 
 
  -developing links with local businesses 

-identifying external grant aid opportunities from the Countryside 
Commission, the Rural Action, National Heritage Lottery Fund and 
European Funds 

 
 Objective 32- Involve local people in the environment of the parish by: 
 
  -encouraging the production of a parish map 

-forming a Local Agenda 21 group in partnership with the County 
Council 

 
 Objective 33- Protect the buffer zones around Chickerell by: 
 
  -reaffirming the Land of Local Landscape Importance 
  -acquiring land where possible to secure public ownership. 
 
 
 

 


